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Subregion 3b:  Point Pinos to Point Sur 
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Package AC - 12/15/2005

Subregion 3: Monterey Breakwater to Point Sur  
Areas of Convergence and Divergence among Packages 1, 2 and 3 

 
Note: inset of Monterey Peninsula on following page 
 
Carmel Bay: 
 
 Convergence: In the Carmel Bay area, all the packages propose an SMR 

in the Carmel Pinnacles area and an SMCA in the inner bay. 
 
 Divergence: In Carmel Bay, boundaries of proposed MPAs differ among 

packages. The differences are driven by user-group interests, primarily 
diving (non-consumptive) and consumptive diving and fishing interests 
(squid). Allowance of spear-fishing tournaments was a salient issue 
among the dive community.  

 
Point Lobos: 
 
 Convergence: In the Point Lobos area, all the packages propose 

expanding the existing Point Lobos SMR and creating an adjacent 
offshore SMCA in the same area.  

 
 Divergence: The proposed Point Lobos SMR boundaries differ in their 

northern extent (some include the upper part of Carmel canyon) and their 
southern extent (some include Yankee point, a rocky reef area).  The 
issue is the tradeoff between ecological value (rare near-shore canyon 
habitat, and protecting an entire contiguous rocky reef offshore of Yankee 
Point) and fishing area affected (recreational fishing; spot prawn and slope 
and deep near-shore commercial rockfish).  The proposed Point Lobos 
SMCAs in all packages have similar regulations; however, their 
boundaries differ. 
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MLPA Central Coast Project: Proposed MPAs and Regulations in Packages 1, 2, 3 and AC Subregion 3b (Point Pinos to Point Sur)

Package 1 Package 2 Package 3 Package AC
MPA Name  

(Level of 
Protection )

Allowed/ Disallowed Uses
MPA Name 

(Level of 
Protection )  

Allowed/ Disallowed Uses MPA Name (Level 
of Protection)

Allowed/ 
Disallowed 

Uses

MPA Name  
(Level of 

Protection)

Allowed/ 
Disallowed Uses

Cypress 
Pinnacles State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR )

No take. Carmel Pinnacles 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR )

No take. Pinnacles State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR )

No take. Cypress 
Pinnacles State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR)

No take.

Carmel Bay 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area (SMCA 
Low )

SMCA prohibits take of all marine life EXCEPT 
c d c c qu d d

kelp harvest.
 
Carmel Bay State 
Marine 
Conservation Area
(SMCA Low )

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational take of finfish by hook and 
line or spear and the commercial take of kelp by 
hand harvest. 
No p fi i g contests allowed: Any competition
involving two or m r  persons in which persons are
ranked or winners are determined based on the 
size, weight, number of species, type of species, o
number of fish taken by means of spearfishing.

 
 

r

Carmel Bay State 
M in ons v ion
Area (SMCA Low )

 
Allows 
recreational 
finfish and kelp 
harvest, prohibits 
spearfishing 
tournaments

Carmel Bay 
State Marine 
Park (SMP-
Low)

Allowed: All 
recreational 
fishing except 
crustaceans and 
mollusks

Point Lobos 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR )

No take.  Recommend to CDPR to modestly 
expand the number of day-use permits for non-
consumptive divers, and to increase parking, if 
possible.

Point Lobos State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR )

No take.
Note: Current regulations at Point Lobos limiting 
d v cc d pp y w c v d by
this proposal.

 

Point Lobos State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR ) 

No take. Point Lobos 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR)

No take.

Pt. Lobos State 
Marine 
Conservation 
Area (SMCA 
Moderate)

SMCA prohibits the take of finfish SMCA 
prohibits the take of finfish and invertebrates 
EXCEPT for recreational and commercial fishin
for salmon, and commercial fishing for spot 
prawns.  This would be a high value SMCA.

Point Lobos State 
Marine 
Conservation Area
(SMCA 
Moderate )

Take of all living marine resources prohibited 
except:
Take of salmon and albacore and take of spot 
prawns by trap.

Point Lobos State 
M r C rv on
Area (SMCA 
Moderate )

 
Allows salmon, 
albacore, and 
spot prawn

Point Lobos 
SMCA (SMCA-
Moderate)

Allowed: salmon 
trolling and 
commercial spot 
prawn trapping 
only

SC = special closure, SMR = state marine reserve, SMP = state marine park, SMCA = state marine conservation area
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